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was to establish the supremacy of tsarist Russia in the Near East. Rus-
sia, being the leading power in the Black Sea, was interested in the*
unrestricted use of the straits which were the sole gates to the Black
Sea, and the establishment in them of such a regime as would not allow
states hostile to Russia to use them for attacking Russian domains j&\
the Black Sea region. But Russia had powerful opponents in the Near
East: England, France and Austria. Austria's aim was to secure con.
trol of shipping on the Danube and obtain an economic foothold in the
northwestern part of the Balkan Peninsula (in the Turkish provinces of
Moldavia and Walachia). France strove to wrest Egypt from Turkey,
while England's aim was to reduce Turkey to a semi-colony and use her
as a barrier against Russian advance to the Mediterranean and the East.
England and France therefore strove to gain control over the straits.

Thus there arose in the Near East a bloc of rival powers (England,
France and Austria), all supporting Turkey against Russia. Russia's
increasing economic and technical backwardness enabled a more ad-
vauced country like England to steadily crowd its feudal rival out of
the markets. In the 'twenties England succeeded in destroying Russia's
trade monopoly in the northern part of the Pacific. While Russia was
waging war against Turkey and Persia for possession of Transcaucasia,
England was busy undermining Russia's position. England was partic-
ularly jealous of Russia's claims iu Asia. The Near and'Middle East ^
thus became the major issues of international antagonisms and the
source of fierce political contention between tsarist Eussia and her rivals.
In the early years of his reign Nicholas I tried to consolidate his
influence in the Balkan Peninsula by espousing the cause of Greek inde-
pendence against Turkey.

Tsarism, however, was frustrated by England who by aid of her
ties with the Greek bourgeoisie and loans to the Greek government
snatched Greece out from under Russian influence.

During the wars with Persia (18264828) and Turkey (1827-1829),
tsarist Russia regained its influence in the Near East.

The treaties of Turkmanchai and Adrianople were the culmination
of Nicholas I's foreign policy. The treaty concluded in 1828 at Turk-
manchai between Russia and Persia, enabled Russia to consolidate her
position on the Caspian Sea.

Fearing the increase of Russian influence in Persia and throughout
the Near East, England did her best to frustrate it. Within a year an
uprising, which was actively supported by the English residents in
Teheran, broke out against Russia during which almost the entire
Russian mission, including the ambassador and poet, A. S. Griboye-
dov, were killed.

The Treaty of Adrianople concluded with Turkey in 1829 was f avour-
able to Russia. The Bosporus and the Dardanelles were proclaimed
free to Russian and foreign mercantile marine. The right of Russian